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Status of the Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A process, comprising the steps of: 

soliciting from a user a set of one or more general search parameters 
5 specified by the user 

soliciting from the user at least one ranking explicitly specified by the 

user, the rankings based on any of applicability and validity of at least one of 

the solicited general search parameters in regard to at least one subject 

matter; 

10 associatively storing the set of solicited general search parameters and 

the rankings specified by the user for at least one future search initiated by 
the user : 

receiving a search query from the use r, the search query comprising 
one or more cuerv parameters other than the previously solicited general 
15 search parameters ; 

determining the subject matter of the received search query; 
selecting one or more of the associatively stored solicited general 
search parameters based upon any of applicability and validity of the 
associatively stored solicited search parameters with the determined subject 
20 matter of the received search query , wherein the selection is at least partially 
based on at least one of the rankings explicitly specified by the user ; and 

integrot i ng tho se le ct e d on e s of th e associativ e ly stored solic i t e d 
search param e t e rs with th e providing a refined search Query , wherein the 
refinement comprises any of 

25 using the selected ones of the associatively stored solicited 

general search parameters in conjunction with the received guerv 
parameters to perform the search; 

performing the search with the received query parameters and 

subsequently refining search results with the selected ones of the 
30 associatively stored solicited general search parameters; and 

performing the search with the received query parameters and 

■ subsequently providing any of organizing and sorting of the search 
results with the selected ones of the associatively stored solicited 
general search parameters. 
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2. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 1, further comprising the step 
of: 

returning results of the refined search qu e ry to the user. 

5 

3. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 1, further comprising the step 

of: 

sending results of the refined search qu e ry to a recipient. 

10 4, (Original) The process of Claim 3, wherein the recipient is selected by the 
user. 

5, (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 3, wherein the recipient is 
determined based on the results of the refined search qu e ry , 

15 

6. (Original) The process of Claim 3, wherein the recipient is determined 
based on information input by the user. 

7, (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 1 , further comprising the steps 
20 of: 

receiving information from a recipient; and 

selectively sending results of the refined search qu e ry to the recipient 
based upon any of the received information from the recipient and a selection 
of the recipient by the user. 

25 

8. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 7, wherein the received 
information comprises an interest in the results of the refined search qu e ry by 
the recipient. 

30 9, (Original) The process of Claim 1 , wherein the subject matter is explicitly 
indicated by the user. 



35 



.10. (Original) The process of Claim 1, wherein the subject matter is 
inferential^ determined based upon user input. 
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11. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 1, wherein the user- 
specified search parameters comprise a selectable applicability based upon 
subject matter, further comprising the step of: 

determining the selected ones of the associatively stored solicited 
5 search parameters based upon the selectable applicability. 

12. (Currently Amended) A process, comprising the steps of: 

soliciting from a user at least one user-specified search parameter; 

soliciting from the user at least one ranking explicitly specified by the 
10 user, the rankings based on any of applicability and validity of at least one of 
the solicited user-specified search parameters in regard to at least one 
subject matter; 

associating the solicited user-specified search parameters and the 
explicitly specified rankings with the user; 
15 storing the associated solicited user-specified search parameters and 

the explicitly specified rankings for use in at least one future search initiated 
bv the user : 

receiving a search query from' the use r, the search query comprising 
one or more query' parameters other than the • previously solicited user- 
20 specified search parameters ; 

determining the subject matter of the received search query; 
selecting one or more of the stored associated solicited user-specified 
search parameters based on any of applicability and validity of the stored 
associated solicited user-specified search parameters with the determined 
25 subject matter of the received search guer v* wherein the selection is at least 
partially based on at least one of the solicited user-specified search 
parameters having a ranking explicitly specified by the_user ; and 

i nt e grat i ng th e -s el ect e d s tor e d a s sociat e d s ol i c i t e d us e r - sp e cifi e d 
s ea rch param e ters - with a search basod on tho rocoiv e d providing a refined 
30 search quer y, wherein the refinement comprises anv of 

using the selected ones of the stored associated solicited user- 
specified search parameters in conjunction with the received guerv 
parameters to perform the search: 

performing the search with the received ouerv parameters and 
35 subseguentlv refining search results with the selected ones of the 

stored associated solicited user-specified search parameters: and 

performing the search with the received query parameters and 
subseouentlv providing anv of organizing and sorting of the search 
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results with the selected ones of the stored associated solicited user- 
specified search parameters. 

13. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 12, further comprising the 
5 step of: 

returning results of the refined search qu e ry to the user. 

14. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 12, further comprising the 
step of: 

1 0 sending results of the refined search qu e ry to a recipient. 

15. (Original) The process of Claim 14> wherein the recipient is selected by 
the user. 

15 16. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 14, wherein the recipient is 
determined based on the results of the refined search qu e ry . 



17. (Original) The process of Claim 14, wherein the recipient is determined 
based on information input by the user. 
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18. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 12, further comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving information from a recipient; and 

selectively sending results of the refined search qu e ry to the recipient 
25 based upon any of the received information from the recipient and a selection 
of the recipient by the user. 

19. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 18. wherein the received 
information comprises an interest in the results of the refined search query by 

30 the recipient 

20. (Original) The process of Claim 12, wherein the subject matter is 
explicitly indicated by the user. 

35 21. (Original) The process of Claim 12, wherein the subject matter is 
inferentially determined based upon user input 
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22. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 12, wherein the user- 
specified search parameters comprise a selectable applicability based upon 
subject matter, and further comprising the step of: 

determining the selected ones of the stored associated solicited user- 
5 specified search parameters based upon the selectable applicability. 

23. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising; 

means for soliciting from a user at least one user-specified search 
parameter; 

10 means for soliciting from the user one or more rankings ranking 

explicitly specified by the user, the rankings based on any of applicability and 
validity of at least one of the solicited user-specified search parameters in 
regard to at least one subject matter: 

means for associating the solicited user-specified search parameters 
1 5 and the explicitly specified rankings with the user; 

means for storing the associated solicited user-specified search 
parameters and the explicitly specified rankings for use in at least one future 
search initiated by the user : • 

means for receiving an initial search query rec e iv e d from the use r the 
20 search query comprising one or more guerv parameters other than the 
previously solicited user-specified search parameters : 

means for determining the a d e termination of subject matter of the 
received initial search query; 

means for selection of one or more of the stored associated solicited 
25 user-specified search parameters based on any of applicability and validity of 
the stored associated solicited search parameters with the determined subject 
matter of the received search ouer v. wherein the selection is at least partially 
based on at least one of the solicited user-specified search parameters 
having a ranking explicitly specified bv the user : and 
30 means for i nt e grat i ng tho coloctod c torod ass ociated sol i c i t e d u se r - 

s p e cifi e d s e arch param e t e rs wRh-a-seareh-based on tho rocoived providing a 
refined search , wherein the refinement comprises any of 

means for using the selected ones of the stored associated 
solicited user-specified search parameters in conjunction with, the 
35 received ouerv parameters to perform the search: 

means for performing the search with the received query 
parameters and subseouentlv refining search results with the selected 
ones of the stored associated solicited user-specified search 
parameters: and 
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means for performing the search with ihe received query 
parameters and subsequently providing any of organizing and sorting 
of the search results with the selected ones of the stored associated 
solicited user-specified search parameters. 

5 

24. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 23, wherein results of the 
integrated refined search qu e ry are sent to the user. 

25. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 23, wherein results of the 
1 0 i ntegrat e d refined search qu e ry are sent to a recipient. 

26. (Original) The system of Claim 25, wherein the recipient is selectable by 
the user. 

15 27. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 25, wherein the recipient is 
based on the results of the refined search . 

28. (Original) The system of Claim 25, wherein the recipient is based on 
information input by the user. 

20 

29. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 23, further comprising: 

information received from a recipient; and 

a selective transmission of the results of the i nt e grat ed refined search 
qu e ry to the recipient based upon any of the received information and a 
25 selection of the recipient by the user. 

30. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 29, wherein the received 
. information comprises an interest in the en hanc e d results of the refined 

search . 

30 

31 . (Original) The system of Claim 23, wherein the determination of the 
subject matter is explicitly indicated by the user, 

32. (Original) The system of Claim 23. wherein the determination of the 
35 subject matter is inferentially determined based upon user input 

33. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 23, wherein the stored 
associated solicited user-specified search parameters comprise a selectable 
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applicability based upon subject matter, and wherein the means for selection 
is based upon the selectable applicability. 

34. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 25, wherein the recipient is 
5 any of a selected peer, a friend, a family relative, a student, a neighbor, any 

of a person or entity within a zip code region, and a member of a network of 
people associated with the user. 

35. {Previously Presented) The system of Claim 34, wherein the network of 
10 people comprises any of people with similar interests and a chain of friends. 

36. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 23, further comprising: 

means for soliciting the user to provide at least one additional 
parameter after receipt of the query at the time of the search. 

15 

37. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 36, wherein the solicited 
additional parameter is a missing parameter, 

38. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 23, further comprising: 

20 means for receiving at least one source selection from the user; 

and 

means for modifying the search query based upon information 
from the selected source. 

25 39. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 23, wherein the s t e p of 
i nt e grating th e s e l e ct e d on e s of the stor e d assoc i at e d so l icit e d u se r -s p e cified 
searoh - par - amotors w%h - tft e- search qu e ry compris e s any of an inc l usion of the 
s ele ct e d onoc of tho -s tor e d as s ociat e d so li cited ucor - cpecified search 
paromotoro w i th tho o oarch q ueffr-a* refinement-o^-a-seafch-result-usin9-the 

30 s ele oted - o n oc of th e s tor e d as sociat e d s olicit e d us e r - sp e c i fi e d p a ram e t e rs, 
and a sorting of - a - s e arch result uclng tho se lect e d on es ■■ ofc - tho stor e d 
associat e d so li cited means for soliciting the user-specified search parameters 
corresponds to any of before and altera particularized search . 

35 40. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 3, wherein the recipient is 
any of a selected peer, a friend, a family relative, a student, a neighbor, any 
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of a person or entity within a zip code region, and a member of a network of 
people associated with the user. 

41. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 40, wherein the network of 
5 people comprises any of people with similar interests and a chain of friends. 

42. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 1, further comprising the 

steps of: 

soliciting the user to provide at least one parameter after receipt of the 
1 0 query at the time of the search. 

43. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 42, wherein the solicited 
parameter is a missing parameter. 

15 44, (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 1, further comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving at least one source selection from the user; and 
modifying the search query based upon information from the 
selected source. 

20 

45. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 1, wherein the step of 
i nt e grating - the ^ se J e c ted oros o f t h o a s cociotivoly storod solicited - s e oroh 
parameters ■ with - 4h e-- search - queFy^ omprtees any of an inclu si on - of- th e 
sel e ct e d ones of tho as s o ciativol y s t ore d - s o l icited s e arch param e t e rs w i th th e 

25 s e arch quory, a refin e m e nt of a search r e sult using th e sel e cted onoc of tho 
assosiative ly - stored so l icited search paramot e r s , a nd a s orting of a-soorch 
r e su l t using th e sele ct e d on e s of th e a ss ociativ e ^ s tor e d s o li cit e d soliciting 
the general search parameters from the user occurs any of before and after a 
particularized search . 

30 

46. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 14, wherein the recipient is 
any of a selected peer, a friend, a family relative, a student, a neighbor, any 
of a person or entity within a zip code region, and a member of a network of 
people associated with the user, 

35 
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47. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 46, wherein the network of 
people comprises any of people with similar interests and a chain of friends. 

48; (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 12, further comprising the 
5 steps of: 

soliciting the user to provide at least one parameter after receipt of the 
query at the time of the search. 

49. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 48, wherein the solicited 
10 . parameter is a missing parameter. 

50. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 12, further comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving at least one source selection from the user; and 
15 modifying the search query based upon information from the 

selected source. 

51. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 12, wherein the step of 
int e grating the - se leete4-3Res of th e s tor e d a s soc i ated solic i ted us e r -s p e cifi e d 

20 sea roh parameters - w i th - th e- s e arch qu e ry ■ comprico s any of an inc l usion of th e 
s ele ct e d ones of the stored associated sol i cit e d u see-specified— search 
p a ramet e rs with th e s e aroh qu e ry, - a - r e finemont of a ooo roh r esult - us i ng th e 
s e l e cted ones ■ of ■ - the - store d— associa ted solicited u se r - sp e cif ied— seafefr 
param e t e rs, and a sorting of a s e arch r e sult - u sffig^e-^ se l eot e d - on e s of the 

25 . stor e d associated - solicit e d use r spo cifi od coorch parameters soliciting the 
user-specified search parameters from the user occurs anv of before and 
after a particularized search . 
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